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Contemporary hotel bathrooms are much more than utilitarian privatc
areas dedicated to hygienic procedures, [ane Ram writes

oday’s puest bathrooms are
kasper and make we of high
sachnolegy to create a lifostyle
staternent as indulgent

private saactuarics.

Kohler’s new DT'V# technology (Dipital
Showering System) seamlessly integraces
water, sound, steam and lighting dements
to create true multi-sensory showenng
experiences, s2ys Les Peich, the
company’s senior product manager for
performance showering.

“DTVs clovates the act of showering to
a personalisad spa experience. Showering is
so much more than just peeing chean. The
showsring space is increasingly 1 destinstion
where one poes to relax, de-stress or releve
everyday aches and pains.”

When selecting bathroom fuminre -
four pieces in most couatries, five in the
Middle East and some parts of Europe

where a budet is essential - prace must
balence looks, quality and durabiliey.

Environmental considezations are
becoming more imporiant, encowraging
people 10 use less water while still enjoying
2 uxurous experience.

Grehe promises “2 smarter way w enjoy
water’. Roca’s WiW brand fuses wash basia
and water closet in a single L-shaped piece,
saving space and water: waste water from
the wash basin filters into the toilet cistern
to produce “a meeting of the ways: between
scpaistication and love for the planet” says
David Chi, seniorotheer of brand and
product devebopment, BSC Colourliving.

“Bathroom furninurs, espacally baths,
are becoming sipnature paeces,” says Karen
Hay, an interior designer focusing on hotels
and resorts.

Bataroos at the 157 Fillars Suites
Bangkok, opening in mid-Febraary, frature

arouad tub as the suite itself is desgned
with sourd shapes, says Cheis Stafford,
COQ of 137 Pilurs Hotds & Resorts.

Other auactioss include high ceilings
and mere advanced mood kghting for
the romantics.

“Flow rate conurols and the highest-
end Jepancse toilet scats make the 137
Pilars Sustes Banzkok bathrooms stase of
the current ant, while retaining a walk-in
wardmbe and great spaces for pre and post
bath relaxacon.”

Victoria and Albert brand products
are beautiful enowph for 2 museum and,
akhough the idea would bave seemad
bazare or even decadent only dacades age,
the bath often has prade of place in the
main pucstroom.

The Pescadero bath series featumes a
uaique wave-shaped rim. “Sculpred detads
on the inside and outside of the bath
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Smooth operstion aad fusctionsdity for Grobe

create crisp shadow lines thar accentuate
the dynamic contours of the rim.* say

the manufacturers. Providing a desp and
double-ended bathing well, it is ideal for
one or two people. This free-standing bath
makes “a coafident design statement,”
szys Chin.

THE WET ROOM

The rising popularity of cruising means
nzw design challenges. “Weight isa special
consideration when building and firting our
acruise ship,” explains Olivier Trinquand,
vice president of The Srand Hotel and
Cruise group.

“The Strand Cruise is a luxury ship
so ther could be no compromise when it
ame to design elements, as it’s esential to
provide the best possible experience
for guests.”

To keep a balince between functionality
and design, lacquerwan acossories wer
chosen for the bathrooms on-board. These
pieces have the dual attraction of reflecting
Myanmar’s rraditional culture and being

Grabe's push
button techoolegy

Olivier Tringuand,
VE The Strand Hotel
and Cruise growg

Toilets are now so hi-
tech, while you are on a
warm seart, you can have

a wash and blow dry
Karen Hay, interior designer

ultra-lightweizht.

Bathroom accessories are a study in
themselves. At the soon-to-open Nanhai
Wing of the Hilton Shenzhen Zhen Nanhai
Hortel, bathrcom accessories are a way to
stand out from the crowd, says Joha Burer,
cluster general manager, Hilton
and Doubletrae by Hilton Hotels,
Shenzhen Area.

“We are looking at bathrcom things like
jewellery holders and soip containers. *

Bathroons today, such as those at Ansntaras Vacation Cleb Phuket Mai Khsa,

wre noythang but utilitasian
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Hi-tech rules with modern shower
controls like the unique Grohe Rainshower
system, featuring insovative SmartControl
push bution technology developed through
extensive knowledge transfer within the
Lixil Water Technology Group

Further opcimised for Grobe, it
delivers the Kind of smoodh operadon and
functionality consumers rightfully expect
of a new shower control system bearing
the prastizious Corohe name, says Donald
Lo, the company’s Hong Kong assistant
marketing manager.

Personalisiag all shower functions
“has never been easier.” The spray pattern
can be selecred and started by pushing
one of the buttons on the wall-mounted
chasis whereas the water volume can be
personalised by turning the burton.

Shower controls are only part of the
modern bathreom story. “Toilets are now so
hi-tech that while you are on a warm seat,
you can have a wash and blow dryt™
says Hay.

“They can be set with sensars to
zcknowla.dgo your arrival. Cleanliness and
hygiene is now a major consideratioa in
the desigas and they are becoming more
strezmlinad with easier cleaning in mind.
One brand actually has an app for your
phone whereby you can sit on the teilet and
programme the functions”

Mirrors with anti-steam lining and
integrated LED TV screens in the bathroom
are almost standard featuses these days.

Lighting isimportant in the bathroom
to allow an adjustable soft, warm light, says
Hay. “Lighting around the mirror should
be cutward facng not dirctly ibove to
enable ladies to apply their make-up
without thadowing.” D

Enwve wl o« iderntions nre sow
mudh more impertant in bath desigr
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